oie — ie oF 


ENS GAZETTE 


=> WEEKLY NEWS. = 


LIBERTY. TUSTICEH. HUMANITY. 


No. 4.—Vol. L _ SATURDAY, } NOVEMBER 24) 1888. see 


[Price ONE PENNy. | 


Ladies, write for Patterns and save.25 to 40 per cent. by purchasing direct from the Darlington Mills. 


EXQUISITE DRESS 


FOR LADIES, CHILDREN, AND CENTLEMEN, © 


ALL IN .THE LATEST FASHION. 
STRAIGHT: FROM... THE WEAVER .TO THE WEARER. 
a Presh from the Darlington Looms at Loom Prices.. 
1,0O0O PATTERNS EEREIE 


' ON APPROVAL TO ANY ADDRESS. 


CARRIAGE PAID to any 
Railway mpesce - Great 
Britain or Irelan 


Any Length cut an re Oe 
Fabrics 


TOGETHER WITH THE 


CROSS'WARP’ SERGES, ,GOLD MEDAL MERINOS 8 AND CASHMERES. 
brics, renowned for stylish appearance, thorough money value, and hard-wearing quali 


THE LATEST aarart ee Sa cn 
THE DARLINGTON, === == ge mln of Wot 
ROYAL VICTORIA = ce ta 


mA | H | SES — UO ediate profits being 
‘AMAZON’ OF re Petes eee —siven to the Purchaser. 
WU eres cage, io Ff . i" = : 


Any Length is aS 
no matter how 
and any anes mot 
Specially Dyed & Finished > of Changed withis seven 
for Winter Costumes. > _ ne dove: 


©. samunetan. 
ELS DELIVERED CARRIACE PAID ‘o xy Railway Station in the United Kingdom, and a'l crders are executed the same doy as received. 


HENRY PEA 1 PEASE & C & C0,'S SUCCESSORS, SPINNERS & MANUFACTURERS, THE MILLS, 0 BL NGT Oe. 


ee 


wore" 


50 THE WOMEN’S GAZETTE. November 04, 1888. 


THH CHLEBRATHD 


HIGHEST AWARD, 


ONDON, 1884. 


BOOTS ann SHOES 


Were Highly Commended at the NATIONAL HEALTH SOCIETY'S EXHIBITION, June, 1883; 
at the HEALTHERIES, South Kensington, London, 1884 


See the “‘ Queen” (June 16th and October 2oth, 1883) ; ‘Court Circular” (June 16th, 1883); ‘‘ Court Journal” (June 16th, 1883); 
“‘ Civil Service Gazette” (June agrd, 1883) ; ‘‘ Sanitary Record” (June 15th, 1883). 


ALL GENUINE GOODS ARE STAMPED THE “BEIOTIWVE!.” 


The “ BEOTIVE ” Specialities may be obtained of nearly all the Leading Bootmakers in the Principal Towns of England and 
Scotland. They are now Widely Known and Appreciated for their Oemfort, Elegance, and Durability, which is secured by the 
use of the Best Material and Workmanship. 


& a SAVE YOUR LIVES BY TAKING Ome 
UN TONIO 
SE OwWBRIDGES 2 
LUNG sonne 
LUNG 

Lune Tonic: 


THE MIGHTY HEALER. TONIC 


ROBINSON & CLEAVER’S 


IRISH CAMBRIC POCKET. 
HANDKERCHIEFS. 


SAMPLES AND PRICE LISTS, POST FREE. 


Per doz. Per doz. 
Children’s...1/2 Hem-stitched. 
Ladies’ ......1/@} | Ladies’ ...... 2/11} 
Gents’......... 3/6 | Gents’ ......... 4/11 


ROBINSON & CLEAVER, BELFAST. 


LUNG «7,, sis f Wonderful Medicine. The Com een TO 
UNG witiai » and yom wi TONIC 
Lona dieappoar a if ly mange Po for al feel a strength FONIO 


LUNG HAYE 00 H “COUCH? 


LUNG A DOSE 
LUNG OUNG Ladies who want to be independent and make 
LUNG HAYE YOU A COLD? their way in the world should write for prospectus of 


rune A DOSE AT BEDTIME Mill. WILL REMOVE I. Se the Scientific Dress Cutting Association, 272, Regent Street, 


relieves instantly, 
LUNG 7% Spasms of me of Cough so dveaifel te ww, Cough be- FONIO | London, W. Situations found for all pupils at good salaries. 
g tat ee it eth each deve of the eden Bette TOMIG We have no branches in London or suburbs. 

LUNG Wik ge (Sout Tap moly pony 


WILL KEEP GOOD IN ANY CLIMATE, EW COSTUMES, MANTLES, SILKS, &c. 


3 (CHARLES GASK & CO. are SHOWING a LARGE 
COLLECTION of the 
= | ATEST NOVELTIES. 


£ EW AUTUMN SILKS and PLUSHES.—PLAIN 
& PONGEE SILKS, in 38 colours, 1s, 44d. per yard; rich Satin 
Merve and Faille Francaise, 1s. 11$d., 2s. r1d., 4s. 11d., & 5s, 12d. 

RICH BROCADED SI 11d. to 108, 6d. per yard, 

RICH SILK PLUSHES, all i i 2s, 11d, and 38, 11d. 

RICHEST SEAL PLUSHES for Mantles and Jackets. 

EW L’EMPIRE and DR eCTOIRE COSTUMES 

in the various New Fabrics, 29s, 6d. to 34 su guineas, 
RICHLY EMBROIDERED AMAZ CLOTH and 
CACHEMIRE pee Be | and 33 guineas, 
MES, 318. 6d. & 24 guineas, 
The NEW ea CLOTH COSTUMES, latest 
styles, 16s, 11d. 21s., 25s. 
BRAIDED COSTUMES of ESTAMINE SERGE, 29s. 6d. 
PARIS MODEL COSTUMES, a large choice to select 
from, 5 to 20 guineas. 

THE FASHIONABLE CLOTH CLOAKS in Navy, 
Crimson, Brown, and other abe lined and trimmed fur, 
1 ok 2 meee to on 

Ee SKA S. AE'COA COATS, 5$ guineas; much under 
vi 


ue, 
NEW AUTUMN eee is of RICH SEAL PLUSH, 
29s, 6d. and 35s. 6d. Lined Satin. 

EL New Russian TRAVELLING CLOAKS, 193s. 9d. to 
298, 

or TAILOR- MADE JACKETS, with Vests, &c., 
21s, to 2 


eas, 
“Handsome F FUR a ose ime a — a large purchase 


8. od., 158. od. an 
EW DRESS - FABRICS | in ral ‘the New Textures, 6 


, , and 18, 4d. per yard; double width ditto 
MAEKBRS: pee ruler ang yg 7 aide a6 of, ‘and 64.) per yard. 
Down. < QUIL LTS of the Best Purified Down, covered 


F, C. CALVERT & CoO., gr gp Chintz, patent. Satta, Damanael, fel sizes, 


HENILLE LE CURTAINS —A Latge aspear yp 348 per 
ineas, N Cc tt 
MANCHESTER. CURTAINS eg ew Tapestry and Cross Stripe 


. to 3 guineas 
NEW. FASHION BOOK, cciaining Seas Iilustra- 
fomet Comaaies, Maatiog, Millinery, &c., free on application. 
Awarded 50 Gold and Silver Medals and Diplomas. (CHARLES GASK ks Alrgrpes' 122 to 132, 
Oxford Street, 1 to 5, 


find a 
it 


ee ear 


Ay 

Chagtble remedy for Skin Erv ae 
S Has Heads.Lip3 nds 

Ins, Chilblains.ChapP®” 5 

Bryn! Bites. indolent eee 


and one ills that flesh is heir tn.” 


Mail says :—“ 


European 
of those 


Tomas pit 
gov! 


C. Frrzcerarp, Chemist, Wellington, 


t your Ointment on any account ; it cures 
than anything | ever used.” 


“tly Or unpleasant m ° 


of 
cure 


FREE FROM ANIMAL FAT. 


a ee — ie =H 


WOMEN S- GAZETTE, 


WEEKLY. “NEWS. 


A NATIONAL NEWSPAPER AND REVIEW 


DEVOTED TO THE SOCIAL WELL-BEING AND POLITICAL EDUCATION OF WOMEN, 
WITH A CHRONICLE OF THE WORK OF THE WOMEN’S LIBERAL ASSOCIATION. 


LIBERTY. JUSTICE. HUMANITY. 


No. 4.—Vol. 1.] SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 1888. [Price OnE PENNY. 
CONTENTS. 

PAGE PAGE 
FACSIMILE LETTER FROM MRS, GLADSTONE..... ....cecoseccessces ces 5 | GLBANINGS ..,........0000 wale Sdoivessdcawesieas casetseves sueseees Soasscesceseses oes 59 
WoMEN AND THE County COUNCILS—IMPORTANT MEETING... 53 | PARLIAMENT ..........cscccsce-secceasecscosceeseccececeescasssseccesssseeees 60 
THE BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE ........c.cccsessscscessssscesereeeeees 55 | THE PARNELL COMMISSION ..........cccccsccesesseesccessecescsecceseeees 62 
LEADING ARTICLES .....ccccccescscsscee cscccccveesceees Guessesesecesessies 56 | SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS ...........cccccceccscsscsesescsssescosscesccees 61 
NOTES AND COMMENTS ... ...cceses ssscsccecccsccssceccsscesceeseeeees 57: | CONFBRENCE ON EDUCATION  ........scesssccssssccccesescescessceesseeesces 63 
CORRESPONDENCE ......cccccscscsssccssscccess cocsceccsceccscssscsssoees eee $7 | VNMGARD: wisscescasccsescsvecsicere accssecsesccesavencdacesoss) weessesasseseooss 63 
WomMEn’sS LIBERAL ASSOCIATIONS — ........sccscecscscscscsseceessoeees 58 FATHER MCFADDEN  .........cccsecocscscccscsccscceccoscecsoscoeeecceseceses 63 
ELECTION INTELLIGENCE  .........cscccscscscssccscncesscscsecsccscssvees 59 | My Hussanp’s Lire. By Mrs. Mandeville. ................s0.cc000 63 


4,WHITEHALL GARDENS 
SW. 


THE WOMEN’S GAZETTE. November 24, 1888. 


November 24, 1888. 


THE WOMEN’S GAZETTE. 


53 


WOMEN AND THE COUNTY COUNCILS. 
IMPORTANT MEETING. 


An important meeting, having as its object the return of 
women as county councillors, was held on Saturday after- 
noon last, at 11, Endsleigh Gardens, N.W., the residence of 
Mr. Percy Bunting, the editor of the Contemporary Review. 
Four hundred invitations were issued, and out of the one 
hundred and fifty answers received only one contained an 
objection to women taking an active part in municipal 
government. The meeting was numerously attended, 
and thoroughly representative. There were present the 
Countess of Aberdeen, in the chair ; Mrs. Sheldon Amos, Miss 
Louisa Twining, Lady Stevenson, Mrs. Sharman Crawford, 
Mr. Clayden (of the Daily News), Mrs. Clayden, Mr. Moseley, 
Mr. Edmund Garret, Mr. and Mrs. Costelloe, Mr. Corrie 
Grant, Mrs. M. Bright Lucas, Mr. Cunninghame Graham, 
Mr. and Mrs, Mark Judge, Miss Babb, Mrs. Charles, Mr. 
ri rai Maul, Mr. N. Wilson, Miss Wilson, Mrs. Knight, 

c., &c. 

The Countess OF ABERDEEN, in her opening speech, 
said: Those who have convened this gathering fully realise 
that they have taken upon themselves no small responsibility : 
but the step has not been taken without much thought and 
deliberation, and they do not shrink from the consequences 
following thereon. We are met here to promote the return 
of women as county councillors. We need not linger over 
the question of whether they are eligible. I presume that 
everyone who is present to-day has mastered the two or three 
phrases in the Act on which this hinges, and which, taken as 
they stand, surely seem to point to an affirmative answer. 


However, this is a matter that can only be settled by a direct | 


test, and the object of our gathering to-day is to make sure 
that this test is applied under the most favourable circum- 
stances possible. We shall be met at once with the question 
“But why test it? What is the use of women serving on 


county councils? Is not this only a first proof of the craving | 


of modern women for notoriety?” These questions may 
haunt us uncomfortably and may prevent many good and 
earnest people from taking part in the movement, unless we 
take care unflinchingly and resolutely to proclaim the real 
motive, the real aim we have in view in desiring to bring 
about the result of women sitting as county councillors. We 
must not allow this movement to be considered as part of a 
plan ofcampaign for obtaining whatare called “women’srights.” 
That has been a most unfortunate term, and has been an instance 
of a mere name doing infinite harm to the cause which it 
is supposed to designate. (Hear, hear.) It has damaged 
many true and noble efforts. [ am not now speaking of 
women’s suffrage We must remember that it is, according 
to its popular interpretation, a false term, and one that 
points at aims far below those which we wish to attempt to 
follow after, if what we are to begin doing to-day 
is worth doing at all. (Hear, hear.) We are not seeking or 
agitating for another right—let us repeat this emphatically— 
we do not wish for another opportunity of glorifying the sex, 
of asserting an equality with men, of pushing ourselves to the 
front. Far be this from us. But we do claim to be allowed 
to perform another duty—that is the right we claim. (Hear, 
hear.) ‘Women’s duties,” not ‘“ women’s rights,” is our cry, 
and we hold it to be the duty of every woman and the 
plainest duty of every Christian woman to do all that in her 
lies to promote the public well-being, to infuse a high tone 
into the discussion of public questions, to care for those who 
cannot care for themselves. (Cheers.) It has always been 
considered to be essentially women’s province to visit the 
poor and sick, to feed the hangry, to care for the fatherless. 
She has always been applauded for such work, although the 
administration has not been unmixed with hints that it 
involves the possession of more heart than head, and that it 
largely consists in carrying about soup cans, measuring-off 
lengths of flannel, in administering mysterious packets, and in 
giving pennies and sixpennies to good-for-nothing beggars. 
(Laughter.) Over the entrance to our old University 
at Aberdeen are inscribed the words: “They say. What 
say!” And we can well afford to 
about women’s work and women’s 
Our mothers, and grand- 
great ers have worked nobly 
along the lines open to them, and if we are to be 
worthy of them, we must follow boldly up the paths 
which their work and their experience have opened up to 
our feet. (Hear.) The world is, despite of all, growing 
wiser, Education is beginning to tell. kingdom of 


| in London, will know how 


| God cometh, and we are beginning to understand that we 
must not only be ready to heal the sick, to raise the fallen, 
to take by the hand those who are outcasts through the 
neglect of the State, or through the action of present social 
bans and customs, We must do all this, but we must go 
further back ; we must go to the cause of the evils of poverty— 
we must aim at prevention rather than cure. (Hear.) And 
the old grand cry of self-sacrifice appeals to us here with all 
its ancient power. For it is more for others than for our- 
selves that we must work on these new lines—for the hard- 
pressed working-women who have no leisure for thought, 
no possibility for action in the endeavour to bring about 
changes which would lessen the pressure upon their own 
and their children’s lives. (Hear, hear.) And yet it is just 
upon them that come all the hardships, the temptations, 
the daily struggles resulting from defective laws or adminis- 
tration; from maddening, life-crushing competition; from 
a low moral tone—they can only support us by their intelli- 
gence and sympathy with our efforts; and it is to us that 
remains the honour of giving our education, our leisure, our 
freedom from care and power of work, to better their con- 
dition and to put them in a position of helping themselves. 
These are truisms, say some, but we need to repeat them and 
to insist on them, because it is for these reasons that we urge 
the election of women to school boards and to boards of 
guardians, they have proved their power of doing good work 
there, and we wish to assert, with all the strength at our 
command, that it is for these reasons that we wish women to 
sit on county councils. For in addition to other business, 
what do we find will be under the control of these councils ? 
There will be the provision, maintenance, and visitation of 
asylums for pauper lunatics—the establishment and main- 
tenance of industrial and reformatory schools, the licensing 
of music and dancing halls, amongst the duties handed over 
to the council from the quarter sessions. There will be the 
regulation of baby farming, the carrying out of the Artisians 
Dwellings Improvement Act, the preservation of commons, 
open spaces, amongst other duties handed over from the 
Metropolitan Boards of Works. All who have had 
anything to do with the working classes and the poor, 
constantly these matters 
affect the lives of those whom they are seeking to 
help ; and matters of this kind are likely to be brought 
more and more under the control of the councillors. We 
can, therefore, show good reasons for pressing that the test 
should be applied to prove whether women may be returned. 
If successful, we look to them, as councillors, to prove that 
women can keep the high aims, which we profess, before 
them in all their actions. If they do not do this, it is no 
affair of ours to get them elected. I for one would not lift 
a finger to promote the election of women just for the 
glorification of women. (Hear, hear.) I believe I do but 
speak the policy of all here. If we are to be successful, 
then, in arousing public opinion in our favour, our first care 
must be to define our aim clearly—to drive it home ; and our 
second must be to bring forward only such candidates as we 
know will work solely to promote that aim, whose very name 
will suggest what we are working toattain. (Hear, hear.) 
This meeting will rejoice to know that such candidates have 
been secured whose names will inspire the electors with 
confidence. We have much cause to be grateful to Lady 
Sandhurst and Miss Cobden for allowing themselves to be 
made the subject matter for this test. (Cheers). 

Mr. CosTgLLog then moved the first resolution, which was 
worded as follows: “‘Resolved—That this meeting, called to 
promote the return, independently of party politics, of 
women as county councillors, earnestly requests Lady Sand- 
hurst and Miss Cobden to allow themselves to be nominated 
as candidates for the London County Council, and pledges 
itself to use every proper means to secure their election.” 
In commenting upon the resolution, Mr. Costelloe expressed 
his conviction that it marked a most important era in the 
history of the municipal government of London, but 
thought it undesirable to make the movement essentially non- 
political, advising the “happy medium” as the most expedient 
course to be followed so as to insure success. Political 
opinion, he said, cannot be left entirely out of sight, for we 
now stand upon the threshold of the true municipal life of the 
greatest Capital in the World. We have not hitherto enjoyed 
the privileges of an organised municipality at all, and 
ought not, therefore, to run the risk of endangering the 
cause we have at heart by leaving any loophole unguarded. 
The success of the undertaking must depend upon well- 
directed energy from the very outset; he, therefore, 
believed it to be of the utmost importance that women of 
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undoubted claims to public trust should come forward. 
They would unquestionably raise the tone of the county 
council by their presence, and help to establish many social 
reforms of paramount interest which have hitherto 
remained entirely neglected. The metropolitan council will 
soon have an enormous part.to play in carrying out the pro- 
visions of the Act for the better housing of the London 
poor; and in the event of women not being permitted to 
participate in the glorious work, this movement should be 
the nucleus of a more extensive series of operations projected 
for the purpose of enabling women to gain their footing in 
the future. With these considerations before him, Mr. 
Costelloe concluded that there is good reason to hope that 
ladies may ultimately be able to gain places on the council 
board, and that the electorate would surely approve of 
women vf outstanding influence and unimpeachable name, 
such as those now. proposed, being nominated as candidates 
for the county council. (Hear, hear.) 

Miss TWINING, in seconding the resolution, considered 
the whole matter from a very practical stand-point. On review- 
ing the duties of county councillors, she felt convinced that 
women ought to participate actively in the direction of social 
work in England. A retrospect of things as they existed over 
thirty years ago, when Mrs. Jamieson, in 1854-1855 began 
to lecture and to labour, and when she (Miss Twining) com- 
menced to fight single-handed about the guardian work, 
led her to believe that many of the cruelties which were too 
often enacted under the cloak of the so-called law, and the 
misery and vice which everywhere pz:evailed, could not 
possibly have taken place if women had had any voice in the 
matter, Miss Twining justly enjoys the reputation of being 
eminently practical in everything she undertakes, and we 
were therefore quite prepared to learn that she has for the 
last fifteen years been “interfering” about the dust-bin 
nuisance in London. She ventured to observe that ‘the 
darkness that prevails in matters of this kind is simply 
astonishing.” That the huge, immovable boxes of festering 
filth can be permitted to go on accumulating from week to 
week, and even from one month to another, disseminating 
their pestilential germs far and wide, is perfectly preposterous. 
Then again, with regard to the efficient lighting of public 
places, the recent East-end horrors are only too fresh in 
our memories to require any special reminder, or to comment 
upon what might otherwise have been, had the dark corners 
and haunts of evil-doers been adequately illuminated. The 
work regarding open spaces, so energetically initiated by 
Miss Octavia Hill, the proper care of poor women bereft of 
God’s most precious gift, the possesion of a clear intellect, 
the supervision of children and young women in refor- 
matories and industrial schools, all these cry aloud, and 
in vain, for woman's sympathy and woman’s help. Then, 
too, she could tell of sad experiences—of the shameful 
neglect of female prisoners in the police station cells, 
awaiting their trials at the courts. Police-matrons, or 
whatever else they may choose to call them, should 
be provided, to take entire charge of their unfortunate 
sisters. A case recently came under her notice, which she 
felt it her duty to bring forward as an example of what 
probably occurs every day at one place or another. A female 
prisoner who was locked up in a cell by herself, in a 
semi-idiotic state, caused through strong drink, had a bad habit, 
when in that condition, of stripping off her garments; and 

et the miserable creature had to be visited every half hour 

y the policeman on duty. It is simply shocking that these 
and similar things are permitted to happen in our very midst, 
without our being able to prevent their occurrence. Instances, 
almost without number, might be mentioned to show that a 
great and glorious mission for women exists, which they are 
ready to fulfil, and which they sincerely trust they will be 
enabled to enter upon fully, by being declared eligible for 
election as county councillors. (Cheers.) The resolution 
was passed with acclamation. 

The second resolution was then moved by Mr. JESSE 
HERBERT, and was as follows: “That it is desirable to form 
an electoral committee for the purpose of carrying out the 
previous resolution, and of raising an electoral fund sufficient 
to cover the expenses attending the election of women candi- 
dates, and of defending, if , their right to sit upon 
the county council. That the following ladies and gentlemen, 
with power to add to their number, constitute the electoral 
committee : The Countess of Aberdeen, Mrs, Sheldon Amos, 
Mr. H. N. Mozley, Mrs. C. Mallet, Mr. Costelloe, Mrs. Mitchell, 
Mr. J. Herbert, Mr. Newton Wilson, Miss Balgarnie, Miss Bear, 
Miss Browne, Mr. Corrie Grant, Mr. and Mrs. W. McLaren, 
Miss Twining. In a few terse sentences, Mr. Herbert 
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explained that those who are allowed to vote at county board 
elections are not specifically excluded by any Act from being 
eligible for election as councillors ; that it is nec that 
the members of the committee formed shall all work together 
in harmony so as to render their position unassailable ; and 
that those who sympathise with the movement should be 
asked, point blank, to express their approval in a tangible 
manner by placing an equivalent in hard cash of the amount 
of their sympathy in the subscription box now started for 
defraying the necessary expenses. That, at least, would be 
the practical way of going about the work in hand; and 
when they had gained their ends, a higher tone in public life 
would, he felt assured, follow. upon: the election of duly- 
qualified women, as a natural sequence. 

Mr, EpmMuUND GARRETT, in. seconding the resolution, 
expressed. it as his opinion that if the endeavours of the 
ladies were to be opposed, and even thrown out at the 
courts, they ought not to be discouraged, but persevere until 
Parliament itself be called upon to decide the matter. 

The resolution was adopted. . 

The third resolution, moved by Miss L. WiLson, was to the 
effect “That the president be authorised, on behalf of this 
meeting, to inform the branches of the Women’s Liberal 
Federation, and the Primrose League lodges, and other 
bodies, of what has been determined upon and done by this 
meeting ; and to request them to use their influence to pro- 
mote the return of women candidates at the election of 
county councillors for London and the country.” 

Mr. BUNTING pointed out that the election of ladies as 
county councillors would tend very materially (@) to elevate 
the tone, and (4) to extend the scope and aims of that govern- 
ing body. There can be no doubt that the co-operation of 
good, faithful, and true women—resolved to do their duty at 
all hazards—would raise and maintain the standard of public 
purity, and do much towards the suppression of vice, very.often 
masked under the guise of innocent amusements, such as has 
obtained, and even now obtains, in certain theatres, music- 
halls, dancing saloons, &c., &c. Ifonly Lady Aberdeen could be 
made Lord Chamberlain, the theatres would soon be brought 
into a condition in which we. need :not be afraid to go to 
them. Ladies, moreover, would use their abilities for in- 
quiring into matters of detail, and exercise their. inalienable 
rights to purge society, one by one, of its less apparent evils, 
and thus eventually accomplish the gigantic task of thorough 
reform, which nothing short of a revolution.could otherwise 
secure. It is scarcely necessary to observe that history 
certainly does not furnish us with any precedent to lead us 
to believe in the consummation of the latter. ‘The point 
here” said Mr. Bunting, “is, that. the question is to be 
tried.” Let us devoutly hope that it may. not be found 
wanting. 

At this point Mr. MaRK JuDGE said he regretted that at 
such a capital meeting there were not. present some dissen- 
tients, that the points might be argued out. 

Mrs. SHARMAN CRAWFURD gave it as her opinion that, 
at a time when party feeling ran so high, it was a great pity 
that a Conservative lady was not asked to stand in conjunction 
with Lady Sandhurst and Miss Cobden. 

Mrs. SHELDon Amos then explained that the committee 
had sought high and low for a competent woman of Tory 
principles, but one with the. required: qualifications, viz, 
either a spinster or a widow householder, had not yet been 
found. ‘I do not know,” she slyly added, “whether 
Conservatism is a potent spell for keeping husbands alive, 
but certain it is that our search, so far, has been unsuccess- 
ful, although we have studied every hue of the Tory flower. 
We hope, however, ultimately to meet with a suitable 
candidate from the ‘ Primrose’ ranks.” 

An amendment was then suggested by Lady Aberdeen, 
that the words “and others” be.added to the names of Lady 
Sandhurst and Miss Cobden in the first resolution., Mrs. Charles 
Maul and Miss Babb, also spoke in favour of the election of 
women for the county council, and Mr. Corrie Grant 
explained a point of law and quoted a statute wherein the 
candidates were described as “persons.” Now, he-said, so 
greatly was he in favour of women standing as county coun- 
cillors, that the only doubt which suggested itself to him 
was whether they were “persons.” (Laughter.) Asked 
whether he could suggest any suitable constituencies for lady 
candidates, he said he had been trying very hard, and so far 
unsuccessfully to find a “‘decent” man for one in which he 
was interested, and for his part should be very glad to see a 
es filling the position. The resolution was passed. 
| A vote of thanks to Lady Aberdeen, for having taken the 
chair, coupled with the request that she would become pre- 
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sident of the election committee, was proposed by Mr. 
Clayden and seconded by Mr. Newton Wilson, who ’ ded 
the cordial thanks of the assembly to Mr. and Mrs. Bunting: 
for having kindly Jent their rooms for the meeting. 

Lady ABERDEEN, while acknowledging the vote of ‘thanks, 
asked for a few days to consider whether she could spare 
the time to conscientiously discharge the duties of president. 

After Hy few words from Mr. Bunting, the meeting came’ 
to an en 


THE BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE, 


Owing to the pressure upon our space we are compelled 
to hold over until next week our full reports of Section II. 
We have, however, taken Lady Sandhurst’s paper out of the 
order in which it appeared in the programme in consequence 
ohh its bearing upon the important movement chronicled 
above. 


WOMEN’S LIBERAL ASSOCIATIONS AND 
COUNTY COUNCILS. 


By MarcareT, Lapy SANDHURST. 


Wuat should be the attitude of our Federation and of politi- 
cal associations in general with regard to the election of 
county councillors ? 

In order. to decide this matter some preliminary points 
must be considered. 

: as Can these elections be carried out on non-political 
ines 

_ Secondly, If they can, is it desirable that they should be so 
carried out ? 

Thirdly, If they must be carried out on political lines, should 
political associations take part in the elections? (If it is 
decided that politics should not be made a primary considera- 
tion, of course there will be no cause for political associations 
to take any part in the matter.) 

Fourthly, If political associations do take part in the 
elections, how can the work be best organised and most 
assistance rendered ? 

In answer to the first question, it may be advanced that, if 
our views of political principles are serious and deep, it will 
be found smpossible to leave them out of consideration in any 
important work for the benefit of the people. It is said 
that the Local Government Bill—which is acknowledged by 
its authors to be incomplete—will require immediately, 
before it can be successfully worked, to be amended and 
developed; and, at any rate, it must be the object of 
Liberals that it should be developed and improved in many 
ways. County councillors will probably have much influence 
in this matter. Now, as we do not wish the Bill to be 
amended or developed in a conservative or retrograde sense, 
we can ‘hardly expect our Liberal voters to support Conser- 
vative candidates—they would inevitably select as many men 
as possible of true Liberal principles and ideas, so that all 
their power and influence may be devoted to the best ends. 
There is also another consideration : if the elections are not 
conducted on political lines, and through the agency of 
political associations, on what lines can they be conducted 
and by what machinery of organisation? It appears to me, 
from such considerations as these, that the answer to the 
first question must be in the negative, and that these 
elections cannot be conducted on non-political lines. 

The second question is, is it desirable that they should 
be conducted on non-political lines? Here, again, I think 
the reply must be, No; because it would appear that all 
measures having for their object the promotion of govern- 
ment by the people must be best carried out by Liberals. 
This Act, as it stands, is an extraordinary testimony to the 
progtess of democratic feeling, even among Conservatives ; 

ut I suppose that few among us to-day will be found to 
doubt that if such a Bill had been carried through Parlia- 
ment by a Liberal government it would have been a larger 
and more beneficent measure. We, at least, think that 
Liberal legislation is best guided by Liberal ministers. 
Now, if the Bill would have better drafted by Liberals, 
it seems reasonable to conclude that it would be better put 
in force under Liberal influence, arid ‘more fully directed to 
the benefit of the people at large. Now, I will quote a few 
words from a resolution passed at a conference of the 
eneral committee of the London Liberal and Radical 
Teton (of which Mr. John Morley is president), and the 
Officers of its affiliated associations, at a meeting held last 
August, in which we are said to require—as candidates— 


men who, among other qualifications, are in favour of a . 
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progressive policy in all matters of interest and importance 
to the people; who will be prepared to ensure constant 
attention to the interests of our vast industrial population ; 
who will be in favour of the adjustment of the incidence of 
the rates, the equalisation of the poor rates, the eontrol of 
the police, the utilisation of endowments, the reform of poor 
law administration, and the register. Now, to Liberals, 
these are not unreasonable objects, and you will prob- 
ably be of opinion that we shall be more likely 
to find fit persons for the satisfactory performance 
of such duties among the ranks of Liberals than 
of Tories ; and thus we again arrive at the conclusion that the 
election of county councillors must necessarily fall into 
political lines. But here let me make one remark, by 
political lines we need not mean embittered party feeling. 

When I say political lines I mean pure, true, Liberal principles; 

and to the professors of these, all harsh narrowness, all per- 

sonal acrimony, should be unknown, should be as impossible 

as to true professors of that Christianity on which all true 

Liberalism is based. There are persons who say that it is a 

pity to take politics into everything. They would not say so 

unless they were influenced by a certain confusion of ideas 

between party spirit and political principles, for true Liberal 

principles are sacred things, by which we judge the righteous- 

ness of all our measures and of our national progress. 

The third point is, If these elections must be on political 
lines, shall political associations take part in them as bodies ? 
The answer to this seems to follow as a matter of course in 
the affirmative, because we know of what immense value 
good organisation is in all such undertakings, Acting 
together as associations should insure good methods, with 
economy of time and labour. We hope, of course, that, 
outside the associations, very many individuals will exert 
themselves for the return of the candidates of whom they 
most approve. 

The fourth question is, How, as associations or as individuals, 
can the work be best organised and most assistance rendered? 
The reply I believe to be that whatever is the best organisa- 
tion, whatever are the best methods of canvassing for carrying 
out parliamentary elections will be found to be best for the 
purpose now under discussion. The one difference will be 
that women who are ratepayers must be canvassed as well as 
men. ‘The same canvassing books will be found convenient, 
the same division of labour into streets or districts should 
prevail, and the same careful and energetic perseverance 
will be required. 

May I say, in passing, that it is much to be desired that in 
the near future, the stupendous and constantly recurring 
work of canvassing for school boards, for county councils, 
for parliamentary elections, will be found impossible of 
execution, and will lead to the abolition of the practice as 
now pursuec ; that our people will shake off their apathy 
and arise to an independent and conscientious sense of their 
own responsibility in the proper use of their vote, and to a 
feeling that it is beneath the dignity of a free elector to stand 
aside and wait to be personally canvassed. In these days 
of advancing education we may hope before long to see this 
most beneficial change. 

I must not conclude without a few words on the possibility 
of women being elected as county councillors. There are 
sentences in the Act which appear direetly to admit the right 
of women to this privilege. It is stated that the Municipal 
Corporations Act of 1882 is to be the guide as to the 
constitution and election of the council of a county. By 
section 63 of this Act single women are entitled to be regis- 
tered as electors, and‘ to vote at the election of councillors. 
Married women are not so entitled. Section 2 of the same 
Act, sub-section 3, says “‘every person shall be qualified to 
be elected and to be a councillor who is, at the time of the 
election, qualified to elect to the office of councillor ;” and 
again, Goder Section 63, “for all purposes connected with 
and having reference to the right to vote at municipal elec- 
tions, words in this Act importing the masculine gender 
include women.” On the other hand it has been advanced 
that as women never were elected under the Municipal 
Corporations Act they cannot be elected as county coun- 
cillors ; but this again does not apply, for it is stated, in answer 
that no woman ever stood for election under the Municipal 
Corporations Act, and therefore the point has never been 
brought to the test, nor tried before a court of law. 

It would ap therefore that, if it is wished that the 
question should be seriously raised, the only wise gos Pian 
be to select a few really good women as candidates, achi 
their return at the poll, and afterwards, if necessary, let the 
matter come before a court of law. (Applause.) 
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TO OUR READERS. 


We are glad to be able to announce that arrangements have 
now been made with Messrs. W. H. Smith and Son for the 
sale of the Women’s Gazette at the bookstalls of the 
principal railway stations. 

We most earnestly request the cordial co-operation of our 
friends in promoting the success of the Women’s Gazette by— 


(1) Sending a complaint direct to us, with particulars, as 
to where any difficulty is found in procuring the 
Gazette. 


(2) By getting their own newsagent to introduce it to his 
general customers. 


(3) By recommending it to their friends. 


We want one thousand direct subscribers, at 6/6 each per 
annum ; and a circulation through the booksellers of 20,000 
ade pee: Will our friends help us to achieve these 
results 


Our next issue will include an unpublished letter of 
D. G. Roserri’s, as well as a continuation of the Papers 
read at the Birmingham Conference. 


- Toe : 
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24, 1888, 


We are glad that the interest many feel in the election of 
women in the new governing bodies can now be centred in 
the two excellent candidates who have consented to stand. 
Margaret, Lady Sandhurst has two qualities which make her 
specially fitted for the work upon which she is now entering, 
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torun, As president of two Women’s Liberal Associations, 
and adviser to many others, she has seen a good deal of the 
difficulties and disappointments of political canvassing ; and 
while she will not expect too much from her election com- 
mittee, she will know how much depends upon their 
efficiency and enthusiasm. But Lady Sandhurst has qualities 
which, in our opinion, make her particularly well-fitted to sit 
as a member of the London Council. Her strong sympathy 
with the Liberal party arises not from political interests only, 
but because she is at heart and before all things a philan- 
thropist. In hospitals for sick children, improved dwell- 
ing for the poorer classes, wholesome recreation for mind 
and body, for those who are weary with the monotonous 
daily grind, Lady Sandhurst is deeply interested, and she 
will exhibit unremitting energy in sweeping out some of the 
darkest corners of our overgrown metropolis if the rate- 
payers give her the chance. 


The other candidate who has promised to set the example 
of testing the true interpretation of the new Act of Parliament 
is Miss Jane Cobden, well-known as the daughter of our great 
Free Trader, and also for the hard work she has done, and 
the cordial sympathy she has shown, for Ireland and the Irish 
patriots, and for the noble stand she has on several occasions 
taken in opposition to the petty persecution of the poor by 
Sussex magistrates. We imagine many an old soldier in the 
Liberal army, who learned his first lessons under the Anti- 
Corn Law League, will be very glad to do a stroke of work 
for the triumphant return of Miss Cobden, as a member ‘of 
the first I.ondon County Council. Miss Cobden will also 
have an enthusiastic band of volunteers among the members 
of the various branches of the National League in and about 
London. 


There have been very different opinions expressed by 
persons qualified to give them, as to whether we are or are 
not eligible for election under the new Act. It it just 
one of those doubtful points which can only be decided 
by actual trial, and we hope the returning officer 
will have the sense to accept the nomination and let the 
women candidates prove the wish of the electors before 
the technical point is argued. Considering how much 
we hear of the great desire of Conservatives to do all justice 
to women, it is a little surprising that in the clauses of the 
Act the legality of electing women as councillors was not 
clearly stated. Sir Richard Temple and Mr. Leonard 
Courtney, and all the other chivalrous Unionists who are so 
anxious to secure the supposed conservative influence of 
women in public affairs, might surely have bestirred them- 
selves to amend the Bill in this particular. We suspect 
that the Tory liking for women’s political emancipation is 
just enough to frighten weak-kneed Liberals; but not nearly 
enough to extend to women themselves a single new privilege. 
It was Liberal legislation which gave women the right to 
vote in school board elections, and if elected to sit as school 
board members, and if women are elected to sit on county 
councils it will be Liberals who place them there, and Liberals 
who fight for their right to sit when elected. 


The Daily News suggests that should it prove necessary 
a short Act might easily be passed, putting the Councils on 
the same footing, in this respect, as school boards and boards 
of guardians—an excellent course to pursue, and one which 
would probably have the desired effect in the division lobby 
of the House of Commons of proving who are the real 


She is clever and experienced in the necessary work of ' friends of this important movement, the success of which 
organisation, and will be, for this reason, an easy candidate | we shall be only too glad to do what we can to promote. 
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The tone of Mrs. Byles’s address to the electors of Brad- 
ford apropos of the approaching school board election 


certainly constitutes a most pleasing and striking contrast to | 


the advice given in some quarters to vote for any woman 
candidate who may appear on the scene, no matter who she 
is, what she is, or what she pledges herself to do or not to do. 


* 
* & 


We endeavoured in our last issue to point out the course 
which, on the grounds both of wisdom and expediency, our 
readers would do well to adopt. 
of the elections in the provinces have more than justified the 
advice we presumed to offer. To that advice we have nothing to 
add. In view of the remaining elections, most of all in the 
metropolis, we can only say, briefly and tersely, * Stick te it.” 


* 
* & 


English women, or some of them, have been laughing not | 


a little at the absurd and very undignified articles which 


several editors have not been ashamed to publish on the | 


American marriage question. For journals supposed to 
strike a high note in social matters, this is surely rather a 
blunder. The Pal Mall Gasette discussed at the length of 
a column the chances of matrimonial prizes falling to English 
or American girls, and the example has been followed by 
Truth and many others of our contemporaries. What is the 
real question after all? How is it that the Duke of 
Marlborough has to seek a second wife and Mr. Joseph 
Chamberlain a third on the other side of the Atlantic? 
We suppose it is because some people are not prophets in 
their own countries, and perhaps because English women 
want something more than a fine house or even an orchid 
conservatory to satisfy their aspirations. 
* 


*t 

Various paragraphs have appeared in the papers comment- 
ing on the deficit as shown in the accounts of the treasurer of 
the Manchester Suffrage Society. The uninitiated evidently 
believe this to be the only society in existence for the pro- 
motion of the political enfranchisement of women. They 
draw wonderful inferences as to the course of public opinion, 
and prophecy that in a few years the cause will be dead. 
As it happens, there are several large societies, such as those 
in London, Edinburgh, and the West of England and 
Ireland, which are not connected with the one now in 
difficulties, and if the deficit shows anything, it is merely that 
some of the wealthiest supporters of women’s suffrage prefer 
to give their money to one of the organisations not located in 
Manchester. 


The Paris correspondent of the Daily News, Mrs. Crawford, 
telegraphs as follows :— 


The following is the poems of M. Lefevre’s Bill to extend to 
licensed tradeswomen the right to vote at the elections of judges 
of the Tribunal of Commerce: “ If women are competent to set 
up in trade on their own account, why should they not share all 
the prerogatives which render the pursuit of business more easy 
to tradesmen? In bearing the heavy responsibilities of shop- 
keepers, heads of banks, or directoresses of wholesale warehouses, 
why should they not enjoy every privilege arising from the com- 
tent discharge of these positions? Is it fair, women peing 
fiable to all the penalties that attend bankruptcy, that they shoul 
not be able to elect the judges whose duty it is to try them in 
cases where they fail to meet their liabilities! It would be easy 
to show that women have —— not only a great bui the 
atest part in the commercial development of this country. 
This fact is one of the reasons why French trade and commerce, 
and particularl 
themselves su 


Parisian trade and commerce have won for 
an honourable name. The field of commercial 
pursuits is one peculiarly ted to the activity and habits of 
the middle class women. ‘The recent creation of technical 
schools for girls promises to enlarge greatly that field. 
Our laws in esis to women lag behind many of our institu- 
tions. The only law for feminine emancipation which has been 
passed in late years is that of 1881, enabling women to invest 
money in the savings banks without. the authorisation of their 
husbands. This law has had the happiest effect, and all who 
have taken the trouble to inquire into its working cannot fail to 
have seen what good it has done as a factor of social conserva- 
tion. Wherever there is a woman whose work is rewarded by 
fair earnings, which she em invest as < rag se there ou 
will find a prospering an family. The French trades- 
woman has also won for herself” a reputation for punctuality in 
meeting her bills, and in proportion to the num of female 
traders there are very few women’s names on the rolls of the 
Court of Bankruptcy. Some of the greatest business houses in 
France have been created and managed by women ; but this is 
80 well known that it is unnecessary to dwell upon it. 


WOMEN UNDER FRENCH LAW. | 


NOTES AND COMMENTS. 


We are sure all our readers will join with us in an 
expression of regret at the critical state of Mr. Bright's 


_ health. During the last few days he has on several 
| occasions suffered a relapse, and, although he occasionally 
| rallies, his condition is such as to cause grave anxiety to his 


The results, up to date, . 


friends. 


* 
* 


The case of the two men who, for the last nine years, have 
been suffering penal servitude for a burglary which they 
never committed—the real perpetrators of which have now 
confessed their crime—is a timely reminder that there are 


' a great many instances of the miscarriage of justice which 


probably never come to light. In the present instance it is 
impossible to acquit either Mr. Justice Manisty, or, as he 
was then Mr. Home Secretary Cross, of all blame in the 
matter, Whatever public funds may be awarded to the two 
victims, it is impossible that a mere monetary consideration 
can compensate them for what they have undergone. 


* 
* 

Father Kennedy, who was sent to prison some time ago, 
before he had quite recovered from a dangerous attack of 
typhus fever, was sentenced to a furthur term of three 
months, for taking part in a National League meeting, in 
Co. Cork, on March 4th. The judge in the exchequer 
division at Dublin has just confirmed this second sentence of 
three months, without even calling upon the Crown to 


address them. 
* 


* 

The Christian World, which has hitherto advocated the 
Unionist policy, has “ratted.” Bingley Hall was the “ last 
straw.” Fe 

* 


* 

The charge brought again Mr. Sheehan, M.P., namely, 
that of saying “Boo” for Balfour, has secured for him the 
sentence of one month’s imprisonment from Mr. Cecil Roche, 
resident magistrate. ¥ 

s 
& 

‘Saul once more among the Prophets!!” The University 
of Geissen has just conferred the degree of Doctor of Divinity 
upon Prince Bismarck. We should beg to suggest to the Uni- 
versity of Geissen that the degree of Doctor of Divinity would, 
with equal appropriateness, be conferred upon Mr. Balfour. 
Mr. Balfour’s recent services to the Church Congress certainly 
entitle him to some recognition of this sort. The conversion 
of the high priest of the gospel of philosophic doubt to the 

rinciples of Christianity, tempered with the practice of 

ullamore, will not, in our humble opinion, be adequately 
acknowledged until we are able to address “Dr. Balfour, 
D.D.” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


WORK IN COUNTY CONSTITUENCIES. 
To the Editor of the Women’s Gazette. 


S1r,—I beg leave to correct a short quotation attributed to 
me in your columns last week, by Mrs. Rosa Tuckwell. I 
stated, when speaking of the work so necessary in our county 
constituencies, that I had received a letter from a lady, whose 
judgment I much respected, stating that she thought our 
immediate work was “to consolidate the town associations.” 
I believe the words “to leave county constituencies alone” 
were not used. They were not in the letter, and 1 am quite 
sure that the writer did not intend that inference to be drawn. 
I quoted the letter, because at our recent conference in York 
a similar feeling was expressed, viz., that many of our town 
associations required all their workers, and were not ina 
position to extend their labours into the county divisions, I 
especially desired to show that by helping others, in this as 
in all other ways, we really help ourselves. If our town 
associations would occasionally delegate some of their workers 
to assist in county divisions, I am certain that a very great 
benefit would accrue to themselves. Many ladies who are 
thoroughly acquainted with organisation, and have their 
hearts in the work, feel great hesitation in speaking before 
those whom they know, and are too modest to take a pro- 
minent part in our town work, though they may be very well 
fitted for it. By accompanying another lady into the country 
they gain confidence, and not unfrequently powers of speech, 
which are of great value afterwards, and are able materially 
to assist in the organisation of new associations. 
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Our conference was not a fitting opportunity to reply to 
the enthusiastic speech of Mrs. Pearsall Smith, suggesting 
that we should send over the country a number of paid agents 
to disseminate our views and organise new associations. 
Although such would find plenty of work to be done, I doubt 
if we are at present ready for such a step. A paid agent 
always excites some degree of suspicion. They immediately 
inquire why such an individuat has come. They think it is 
for some personal advantage ; and amongst the more intelli- 
gent working population, as miners, &c., a volunteer is 
infinitely more acceptable, and produces far better results. 
Miss Fleury, whose able addresses were referred to by Mrs. 
T. Bailey, also visited a north-country constituency, where, I 
am grieved to say, she was shamelessly attacked by a Con- 
servative paper as being “a paid agent ;” and had we not 
been able entirely to refute this charge, the result of her 
visit would certainly not have been so good. We really need 
able volunteers, who have a knowledge of history and 
politics, which they can express in a clear manner, and who 
are willing to meet the country: people in a simple manner 
and genial spirit. I have no doubt that the travelling 
expenses of such could, in most instances, be met, and hos- 
pitalities offered during their stay in a district, so that there 
should be no pecuniary loss. 

I hope your excellent paper may be the means of arousing 
somewho have hitherto had the misfortune of having toolittleto 
do in life, and who would be much happier if working for 
the good of others.) They would find in the study of Liberal 
principles, especially in their application to Ireland, and in 
her present and past history, a world of interest open before 
them, and a great work in doing something to help the 
cause of their sorrowing and oppressed sister land. 

It is very important that these should not feel it a necessity 
to be eloquent speakers. Mrs. Tuckwell most correctly 
refers in her note to the state of the labourers’ wives, &c. It 
can only be, as she says, by judicious teaching, and patient, 
not sensational, work that we can arouse their interest and 
sympathies. Liberal politics have often appealed to the head 
rather than to the heart. We have now a golden opportu- 
nity of appealing to hearts, in which we are still more likely 
to succeed ; and those once so roused will not be backward 
in grasping the head-knowledge which must go hand in hand 
with sympathy.—Yours, &c., SopHia J. Fry. 

Woodburn, Darlington, Nov. 19. 

Lady volunteers for any kind of Liberal work can obtain 
information from Miss MACDONELL, 23, Queen Anne’s 
Gate, London, S.W.] 


THE ENGLISH GOVERNMENT AND AMERICA. 
(Zo the Editor of the Women’s Gazette.) 


Sir,—If any additional argument for turning out the 
present Government were required, it might surely be found 
in the bad state of relations between this country and 
America which is now being brought about. Can any one 
doubt that the failure of the Fisheries Treaty was a conse- 
quence of the sending of Mr. Chamberlain to conduct that 
delicate business? Witness again the snub to our ambassa- 
dor Lord Sackville. That incident was not meant as an 
insult to the English people but to our Tory ministry, Lord 
Salisbury has had the folly to insult, since the election, one 
large section of the American people, that very section on 
whose favour the Tories hung in breathless expectation while 
the result still trembled in the balance. It seems doubtful if 
even Free Trade versus Protection had so much to do with 
Mr. Cleveland’s failure as some would have us believe. If this 
rag of an explanation be stripped away we shall see that it 
was the Irish vote which defeated President Cleveland as it 
defeated the Fisheries Treaty. Change the policy towards 
Ireland—that is to say, get rid of the present mischievous 
machinery,which manufactures hatred instead of brotherhood 
—and we shall see the solidarity of the peoples assert itself in 
mutual good-will. We know too well how often for evil 
purposes “the kings of the earth stand up, and the rulers take 
counsel together.” Let the peoples of the earth stand up, and 
let them take action together, not as inhabitants of rival 
countries, but as sons and daughters of one common family, 
making common cause together, and then the counsels of the 
oppressor shall be brought to naught. 

Recent events are danger signals, and we ought to obey 
them, and hurl from power the arp ai men who disgrace 
us by their rule.—I am, sir, yours obediently, 

ANNA BaTESON. 


WOMEN’S LIBERAL ASSOCIATIONS. 


AMBLESIDE AND DISTRICT. 


The first public meeting in connection with the above association 
which was started last February, was held in the Pavilion on Thurs- 
day week, The rom was well filled, and the meeting was 
in every respect a great success. J. Mackereth, Esq, F.R.AS,, 

resided. Miss Annie Macdonell, Secretary of the Women’s 

iberal Federation, gave an able and most interesting address 
on “Our Duty to Ireland.” Philips Thompson, Esq., of Toronto, 
who, though he has spent the greater part of his life in 
Canada, has made himself master of the Irish question, also spoke 
and gave much valuable information. This was the first occasion on 
which a political meeting in Ambleside had been addyessed by a lady. 
She was listened to throughout with the deepest attention, and the 
following day great pleasure was expressed by many of the men who 
had been present. 


* 
NEWPORT AND SOUTH MONMOUTHSHIRE. 


A meeting under the auspices of this Association was held at the 
rooms of the Newport Liberal Association, recently when 
Mr. G. H. Llewellyn presided, and Mr. T. Jones delivered an address 
on “ Landlords and Leaseholds.” 

Dealing with the nature and ownership of the land, the lecturer 

inted out that land being the free gift of God to the human race, 
beng an absolute necessity to human existence, strictly limited in 

uantity and not transportable, its ownership should be regulated by 
different conditions to those applied to other commodities, which are 
largely the produce of labour, can be produced in such quantities as 
required, and moved from place to place. He showed that its unre- 
stricted ownership by individuals enabled the landholder to dictate 
to the rest of the community the terms on which they should continue 
to exist. The state of things thus produced was a form of 
slavery, and a very fruitful source of misery, vice, and crime. 

Illustrating his subject by 1eference to the leasehold system as 
worked by the Newport landowners, he attributed the overcrowding 
of the working classes, and the evils which spring therefrom, directly 
to the action of those sweaters of human industry, and after tracing 
the disastrous effects of the system upon the trading .and industrial 
classes in the town, dealt with the way in which the landowner 
trades upon the religious sentiments of the community. In this branch 
of his subject he especially referred to a new clause which Lord 
Tredegar is attempting tointroduce into chapel leases, prohibiting their 
use for any political purpose whatsoever, This clause is specially in- 
tended to stifle the expression of political opinion in large districts in 
the county where the meeting-house is the only place of meeting; 
but the lecturer showed how it would also have the effect of stopping 
all the agencies for good usually connected with Dissenting places o! 
worship, and Temperance and Mutual Improvement Societies, and 
urged that it would bz better to submit to confiscation, and coercio: 
than to worse tyranny. He suggested that the next step shoul 
logically be the appointment of a Tred theologian to revise all 
sermons to be delivered from leasehold pulpits on the estate, so that 
man’s duty to his fellow-man should be taught in strict accord with 
the exigencies of ground landlordism. 

A vote of thanks to the lecturer was moved by Mrs. E. Lewis 
seconded by Mrs. C. M. Bailache, and the meeting closed with a vote 
of thanks to the chairman. a 

* 
ckHam. 

A meeting was held at the Liberal Club, Rye Lane, Peckham, on 
Friday week, to hear a paper read by Mrs, Stuart Downing, of the 
Peace and Arbitration Association. The paper, which was most 
interesting, was listened to by a numerous audience, Miss Monica 
Morgan afterwards by and gave a most intelligent statement of 
the work going on, The Association was formed, and arguing well. 
The evil and brutalising influence of armies and wars comes home to 
women ially, As mothers and wives they could help by 
abolishing many forms of recreation which develop the love of battle, 
and hatred of foreigners. | Miss Pepperton, Poor-law Guardian, 
Deptford, moved a vote of thanks to Mrs. Stuart Do , and Miss 
Monica Morgan, hon. sec., P.A.A., in a most able touching 
way, proving that, although our women are coming forward as 
speakers, they retain their womanly graces. Mrs. Henry John Sell, 
hon, sec., P.W.L.A., seconded it, and referred to the s le they 
were obliged to make in keeping themselves to the front, and bringing 
their members together, and begged them to help individually by 
bringing at least one friend as a new member. We are happy to 
state the words met with success, and some new members were en- 
rolled on the spot. Mrs, Harris, wife of Dr. Harris, of Brixton, a well 
known Liberal, gave a short account of their {visit to Birmingham, 
and the work done by the Women’s Federation, and she said she 
could not help contrasting 3,000 and 4,000 people, mostly women, at 
Mrs, Gladstone’s meeting, and a meeting some years ago at Hackney, 
when there were only two or three women present, and they had to 
flee for their lives, forms being broken up and smashed at them. The 
proceedings closed with a vote of thanks by Miss Law, to the Presi- 
dent, Miss Lyon, for the able way she had taken the chair. 


(P.8.—Reports from Ashton-under-Lyne, Aston Manor, Stockport, 
Scarborough, South Kensington, Westminster, Guilford, Whitehaven, 
Childen district, and Nottingham, arrived too late for current issue; 
will be published next week. Reports should reach us Wednesday 


morning at latest.—Eb. ] 
Forthco: M in ection with Women's 
ming oreee conn 


Friday, Nov. 23.—Lecture Hall, Crouch End, Hornsey (adjoin- 
ing Park Chapel), The Countess of 
Aberdeen will preside. ‘ 
» 9 Semper Hall, Hardman Street, Liverpool. 
Saturday a ee lem. 
Wednesday ,, 28.—Godalming. 
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ELECTION INTELLIGENCE. 


In anticipation of Mr. George Kynoch, M.P. for Aston, 
resigning his seat, preparations are already being made for 
the contest. From 1885 to 1886 the seat was held by our 
friend Mr. H. G. Reid, who was returned with a triumphant 
majority.. In 1886, however, he was defeated by Mr. 
Kynoch. The Liberal candidate at the coming bye-election 
will be Mr. Phipson Beale. 
5 + & 
& 

As our readers are probably already aware, the Dewsbury 
election resulted in the defeat of Mr. Arnold Forster, and the 
victory of Mr. Mark Oldroyd, the Liberal candidate, with a 
majority of 2,102 votes. Mr. Arnold Forster will soon rank 
with Mr. Evelyn Ashley as one of the best beaten candidates 
in the kingdom. i 

—* 

It is not expected that the writ for Waterford, lately 
represented by Mr. Pyne, who is believed to be drowned, will 
be moved ‘for at present. 

* 


In the course of the debate on the Land Purchase Bill, 
Mr. William O'Brien again challenged Mr. T. W. Russell, 
M.P., to resign his seat and contest it as a Unionist. Mr. 
Russell thinks that “discretion is the better part of valour.” 

+ & 
* 


Earl Compton has accepted an invitation to contest the 
Holborn Division on behalf of the Liberal party, the seat 
having been rendered vacant by the decease of Colonel 


Duncan. 
7? 


We are. glad to:learn that a ladies’ committee-room is to 
be opened to further Lord Compton’s candidature. The 
noble candidate. deserves well at the. hands of women, and 
we trust that many will communicate to Miss Macdonell, 
23, Queen Anne’s Gate, London; S.W., their Jwillingness to 
help. ‘ 


GLEANINGS. 


The Empress Frederick, with her three daughters, arrived 
in England on Monday, in company with the Prince of 
Wales, who had crossed to Flushing to\meet them. The Queen, 
accompanied by Princess Louise, Prince and Prineess Henry 
of Battenberg, went to Port Victoria to receive them, and 
the Royal Party left almost immediately for Windsor Castle. 

; * 


* 

The London correspondent of the Birmingham Daily Post 
says: A curious incident was witnessed at Waterloo Junction 
on Monday afternoon as the Royal train was running through 
from Port Victoria to Windsor, with the Queen, the Empress 
Frederick, and Princess Beatrice. To the astonishment of 
the assembled crowd Princess Beatrice suddenly called from 
the carriage window, “Uncle George, Uncle George.” The 
Duke of Cambridge, for it was he who was meant, attended 
quickly to the summons,: and the Princess then added, 
“ Mamma says Count Hazfeldt is to come with us to Windsor.” 
The German Ambassador, who had come up from Port Vic- 
toria, was not sufficiently nimble, however, to catch the 
already moving train, and he had to go to Windsor later in 
the day. I understand that his Excellency, not remember- 
ing that an invitation had been given him last week to 
proceed to Windsor with the party, had arranged to meet Lord 
Salisbury at the Foreign Office in the course of the afternoon, 
and he accordingly alighted at Waterloo, and when the 
Queen noticed this she immediately desired her youngest 


’. daughter to remind him of her wish. 


* + 
* 

The Pall Mall Gazette says: One of the many lecturers 
who are now spreading the light on the Irish question in the 
country districts pitched his platform on a village green a 
few days ago. I do not mention its name for obvious 
reasons. He is a young man, and op oe and fair to look 
upon. In the audience was an old Irishwoman, who grew 
more and more excited as the lecture proceeded. Finally, 
unable tu restrain herself longer, she rushed tv the front 


‘THE WOMEN’S: GAZETTE. 


. 59 
with the exclamation, “Bless the lad,” and insisted upon 


kissing the blushing orator there and then. 
* * 


* 

The London correspondent to the Manchester Evening 
News, says: I hear that some very good incomes are made 
by ladies who paint Christmas, New Year’s, and Birrhday 
cards. There has been a great increase in the demand for 
these productions within recent years, and a fairly profitable 
occupation is to be found in the painting of them. In one 
or two exceptional instances as much as £1,000 a year is 
earned in this way, though, of course, those who make a 
sum like this must be artists possessed of a considerable 
amount of technical skill ; but I know of cases'where young 
ladies, who have only learnt drawing and painting as part 
of their ordinary education, make from fifty to two hundred 
pounds a year by this means. 


* 
*& % 


Referring to the debate on the Irish Land Bill, the eame 
authority says: There was nearly a scene as Mr. Morley was 
winding up. Mr, Collings, who was hard hit, interrupted ; Sir 
W. Harcourt was the one who turned round and said “Order,” 
“Order, yourself,” said Mr. Collings, in a voice which was 
heard all over the House to its great astonishment. Mr. 
Morley expressed his regret if he had said anything which 
gave offence, and the incident terminated. 

7 

The Manchester Guardian says: One of our special cor- 
respondents in Ireland remarked some time ago that “ Pro- 
testant ascendancy ” was secured in the municipal politics of 
Londonderry by the fact that only persons paying. £10 rent 
and upwards are allowed to vote. A return was. issued in 
Londonderry yesterday which shows that out of a population 
of 30,000 only 887 persons possess the muncipal franchise, 
whilst more than 4,000 can vote for a member of Parliament. 

+ + 
* 


After some failures and some partial successes, more or 
less indicated by the admission of. men to membership, the 
Ladies’ Club movement ‘seems to have produced one absolute 
success in the Alexandra Club, now firmly establish2d, with 
nearly 700 members, in Grosvenor-street. The entrance 
fee is three guineas, and the subscription for town members 
the same amount. Country members pay,two guineas. 
This, which is. probably the only suc ul ladies’ club, is 
governed by two standing orders—that no lady is eligible 
who has been or would probably be precluded from attending 
Her Majesty's Drawing-rooms, and that gentlemen are under 
no circumstances admitted to the club. The object of this 
unique club, which includes the Countesses of 'Lathom, 
Dartmouth, and Portsmouth, and Mrs. Fawcett among its 
members, is “to meet a want felt by a large number of 
ladies of ‘a place where they can lunch, have afternoon tea, 
meet 'théir friends or interview servants, and to afford those 
who require it the advantage of a permanent London 
address.” 

«"s 

Alluding to Sir Charles Warren the World says: His 
nomination to:the Home Office was something of an impru- 
dence.. Mr. Matthews might almost as well have been 
chosen: to conduct at a Monday’ popular concert, or to take 
the command of an Atlantic-steamer. 

+ & 
i 

The Star says: Messrs. Kegan Paul are about to publish 
a new volume of sonnets by Mr. Wilfrid Blunt. Some of 
them were composed during the weary hours of solitude in 
Galway Gaol, but the majority have been written since his 
release. He is now in Paris, and intends proceeding shortly 
to ltaly and Egypt for the winter, as he would have done 
last year but for the calls unexpectedly made upon his time 
by the Government in Ireland. 

** 
* 

The Pall Mall Gazette says: Mr. B. F. C. Costelloe will, 
I understand, accept the invitation of the Holborn Liberal 
Association to run for a seat on the County Council. Mr. 
Costelloe, who is an old Balliol man, is a fluent and cogent 
speaker, and in addition to political propagandism has recently 
come to the front, at the bar and elsewhere, as an advocate 
of all:that concerns the welfare of women. 


We shall give next week the report of the Southport 
Guild of the Unrepresented. 


PARLIAMENT. 


|FRoM THE LapDIES’ GALLERY. ] 


THURSDAY. 


“ RicHARD is himself again.” 
to-night wore the appearance it is wont to assume upon great 
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occasions. It is not that Mr. Smith, the nominal leader of . 


the House, is suspected, even by his friends, of being a great 
minister. What Macaulay once said of another ministry 1s 
probably equally true of the present Government—“a Gov- 
ernment,” said Macaulay, “consisting for the most part of 
little men, whose lot has fallen upon a great crisis.” Every- 
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may be sure of having correctly understood them, a proposal 


| of a different nature will be offered as an alternative a 
If 


' from this side of the House. (Loud Opposition cheers. 


we are to understand that proposal to be a simple addition 
to the amount of a sum of five millions to the five millions 
voted under Lord Ashbourne’s Act, and upon the same basis 


| in a Bill of a single clause, without any other proposal tend- 


The House of Commons : 


ing to the relief of Ireland in regard to the condition of the 
land question—if that be so, it will probably be by myself— 
(loud Opposition cheers)—and certainly upon our responsi- 
bility, to substitute for that proceeding a different plan, viz., 


_ that we shall proceed to deal with the question of the 


| 


one, however, will admit that Mr. Smith is a man totally | 


devoid of personal ambition, and if brilliant qualities are 


experience has been of considerable service to his party in 
filling the breach occasioned by the political suicide of Lord 
Randolph Churchill. There were an abundance of questions, 
however, to-night amongst them one having reference 
to the debts of married women. Sir Stafford Northcote 
inquired of the Attorney-General whether he was aware 
that heavy losses were sustained by retail traders in 
consequence of married women declining to pay debts 
they had contracted, and pleading that they had been for- 
bidden to pledge their husband’s credit. The Attorney 
General replied that it had been pointed out in many 
judgments that still greater evils would be occasioned by 
allowing married women to pledge their husband’s credit 
when they had heen forbidden to do so, especially as it lay 
with the traders to give or refuse credit. Mr. W. H. Smith 
informed Mr. Cunninghame Graham that the committee on 
the sweating system would be able to finish their work in a 
satisfactory manner. It was their intention to inquire into 
every trade in which sweating was alleged to exist. They 
would receive evidence from dock labourers at their next 
meeting. Questions disposed of, Mr. Smith rose to make a 
ministerial statement. He expressed “unfeigned regret at 
the very slow progress of public business during the last ten 
days.” He then announced the intention of the Government 
to “‘drop” several Bills, a process commonly described as the 
“massacre of the innocents.” I must, however, protest 
against the assumption that the bills over whose fate Mr. 
Smith let fall one or two tears, amidst the subdued sobs of his 
followers, and the triumphant rejoicings of the Opposition— 
I protest, I say, against the assumption that these Bills were 
half so innocent as their Parliamentary sponsors tried to make 
them ap To begin with, they came of a bad family ; and 
considering their tender age, gave evidence of considerable 
depravity. Theyhad all the artfulness of little street arabs, and 
an absence of anything likerespect forthe pockets of the British 
taxpayer. One of them, in which Mr. Balfour took quite a 
philanthropic interest—claiming for it, as he did, that it gave 
promise of settling the Irish question—was nothing more nor 
less than a proposal to “drain” the Imperial Exchequer of many 
thousands of pounds, in order to “drain” two Irish rivers, 
viz, the Shannon and the Barrow. Another, the Tithes 
Bill, was every bit as artful. Then Mr. Smith gradually be- 
came bolder, for, as he used to write in his copy book, 
“little sins lead to great ones,” so he coolly informed the 
House that the Government intended to pass a vote of five 
millions for the relief of the Irish landlords, to be called the 
Irish Land Purchase Bill. And then he threatened the 
closure! I really could never have imagi the mild- 
mannered Mr. Smith putting a pistol to the head of the 
English House of Commons, and saying, “ Money or your 
life!!” Alas! it’s the same family that had the bringing 
up of these two little street arabs, whose timely decease is 
recorded above, and this, forsooth, is only the “child writ 
large upon the man.” With the one it is a case of “ pe 
larceny ;” with the other, “robbery accompanied with 
violence.” But Mr. Smith has reckoned without his host. 
With lion-like agility Mr. Gladstone is on his feet, and 
‘ paws” poor Mr. Smith, until the latter wonders at the fate 
which made him leader of the House of Commons. The de- 
lay in the progress of public business, remarked Mr. Glad- 
stone, was entirely due to the manner in which the 
made in different parts of the House were 
met by the Government. Mr. Gladstone went on to say that 
‘‘when on Monday next—a very short notice for the introduc- 
tion of such a subject as the Land Bill—if it is 
proposed in the terms which I will repeat, in order that I 


arrears—(Opposition cheers)— which are admitted in Ireland 
to be excessive, and to apply to Ireland the same principle 
which has been applied with such great advantage in the case 
of the Scotch crofters.” (Opposition cheers.) The Opposition 
were, of course, in high glee to find their leader so “full of 


‘ ae ; , fad ill j lain t ders, i ing, that, 
conspicuous by their absence, certain it is that his business RENE ome telus: Sepeaan fo. Jour Kear Th peas 


as they will probably be aware, the great difficulty in the way 
of rent paying on the part of Irish tenants to-day is due to 
the arrears. The Irish Land Commission have cut down the 
present rents on an average fifty to sixty per cent, so exces- 
sive have they deemed them. It stands to reason that if a 
tenant has been paying a rent of three pounds instead of 
thirty shillings, the reduction made for the future should 
apply to the arrears which have accumulated upon his 
unfortunate head, for the non-payment of which he will be 
evicted. The Scotch Commission have this power in dealing 
with the crofters. The Irish Commission have not. Mr. 
Gladstone, therefore, proposed to give them this power, and 
relieve the tenants instead of voting five millions of money 
for the benefit of the Irish landlords. True the proposal is 
made on the ground that it will enable tenants to buy 
their land by a loan of public funds. But in the first 
place the land is continually falling in value, and in a 
year or two they would awake to the fact that they 
had paid the landlord a great deal too much for it. 
In course of time they would be unable to pay; and they 
would then be debtors to the British taxpayers instead of to 
the Irish landlords, who would thus be insured against loss, 
at the expense of the working classes of this country. 

Soon after Mr. Gladstone’s speech the House went into 
Committee of Supply, that is to say, they proceeded to vote 
away more money. 

Presently Mr. Dillon rose to ca!l attention to the case of 
Dr. Barr, whose name has obtained such an unpleasant 
notoriety in connection with the Mandeville case. Mr. 
Dillon strongly complained that Dr. Barr who was the 
leader of an Orange lodge, had been sent over to Ireland, to 
spy upon the doctors in Dundalk prison, where Mr. Dillon 
was confined, to see that they did not treat him too well. 
Mr. Balfour was not very successful in his efforts to prove 
that Dr. Barr only went to Ireland in the “ interests of truth 
and justice.” Probably there are few who would regard 
either Mr. Balfour or Dr. Barr as a court of appeal as to 
what were the “interests of truth and justice.” The police 
vote was then taken, and the House did not adjourn until 
two o'clock on Friday morning. 


FRIDAY. 


To-night, in answer to questions, Mr. Jackson promised 
that he would see if it was not possible to reduce the price 
of post cards. As our readers are aware, they can obtain of 
stationers, post cards—robbed only of the Royal Arms, for 
7d. per dozen, a penny less than those supplied by the 
Government. The only event of interest was the formal 
notice given by Mr. Gladstone of the terms of his amend- 
ment to the Irish Land Purchase Bill. 

Mr. GLapsTons said : I see upon the notice paper that the 
Chief Secretary for Ireland will move on Monday for leave 
to bring in a Bill for the purpose of further facilitating the pur- 
chase of land in Ireland. J propose to move an amendment to 
this effect: “That in lieu of proceeding again to vote the 
sum of five millions so as to the State in the direct 
relation of landlord to the Irish occupier under the provisions 
of the Purchase of Land (Ireland) Act, 1885, it is expedient, 
especially in view of the lamentable sufferings caused by 
recent evictions in Ireland, to extend the provisions of the 
Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1887, so as to empower the Land 
Court to reduce or cancel the arrears of rent found to be 
excessive, as well as to deal with the rents themselves, after 
the example of the legislation recently and beneficially 
ip to the crofters’ holdings in Scotland.” (Opposition 
cheers, 
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Monpay. 


To the evident regret of every Parliamentarian—without 
distinction of party—who had looked forward to a good field 
night, Mr. Balfour was indisposed, and had to leave the task 
of introducing the new Purchase Bill to the Solicitor-General 
for Ireland, Mr. Madden. The hon. and learned “‘ membaw ” 
did his best, and his speech bore evidence of his having been 
“coached ” by Mr. Balfour. One notable admission, which 
could not have derived its inspiration from Mr. Balfour, how- 
ever, was that “‘anybudy knew that in a large number of 
cases the interest of the tenant (in his farm) exceeded the 
interest of the landlord,” which, being interpreted, means 
that the farm is more the property of the ‘tenant than of the 
landlord. 
this again. 

When Mr. Gladstone rose he was greeted with loud cheers, 


I have no doubt that the Government will hear of 


and the House soon filled. The right hon. gentleman was’ 


in splendid form. He delivered a most important speech, 
and smote the Government hip and thigh. First he ex- 
pressed a generous regret for the absence of Mr. Balfour, then 
he charged the Government with having committed a gross 
breach of faith, in introducing such a measure, after having 
given a promise that the autumn session was not to be 
occupied in discussing controverted subjects. He then 
stated his principal objections to the Government scheme, 
and urged the necessity of dealing with the arrears of rent, 
productive of painful eviction scenes, which Lord Hartington 
admitted were still wringing the hearts of the people. Mr. 
Gladstone furnished many cases in detail to illustrate the 
points for which he contended. ‘“ You acknowledged,” con- 
tinued Mr. Gladstone—“ you acknowledged this necessity 
(for dealing with arrears) in the case of Scotland. Is there 
to be an equality of laws between Ireland and Scotland or 
not?” He then went into details showing the recent opera- 
tion of the present system, and by the time he resumed his 
seat after speaking for an hour and a half, the enthusiasm of 
his followers was roused to a high pitch. 

Mr. Goschen, however, came as the proverbial wet blanket. 
His unfortunate voice was harsher than ever, as he attempted 
to reply to Mr. Gladstone by twitting him with loss of 
memory. 

Mr. J. W. Phillipps followed with his maiden speech, and 
subsequently Mr. T. P. Gill—who proved that the recent 
eviction, followed by the death of James Dunne at eighty 
years of age—was simply due to his inability to pay arrears. 
Later Mr. Wm. O’Brien, in a damaging speech, proved that 
on the Kenmare estate the Government, acting through 
Colonel Turner, were trying to out-plan the Plan of Cam- 
paign, by secretly endeavouring to induce the landlord to 
meet the demands of the tenants. 


TUESDAY. 


The House of Lords sat for a short time to-night, but 
several of its members flocked to the Peers’ gallery in the 
House of Commons to hear the continuation of the debate 
upon the Land Purchase Bill. Mr. Dillon spoke early, and 
in an impassioned utterance said that the landlords knew that 
the Nationalists were bound to win in a few years in Ireland, 
and their (the landlords’) great ob‘ect was to fly out of the 
country with as much spoil as possible. Lord George 
Hamilton was followed by Mr. Shaw Lefevre, who said it 
was surprising to find how many prosecutions and imprison- 
ments arose out of a single quarrel between landlord 
and tenants on the subject of arrears. In the Clanricarde 
case, for example, 150 persons had already been sent 
to gaol; in the Massereene case, 35 ; and in the Van- 
deleur case about 30. Such facts conclusively proved the 
importance of Mr. Gladstone’s amendment. (Cheers.) 
Later Colonel Saunderson played the part of jester to the 
landlords, and he was followed by a dull boom from Lord 
Hartington, who, of course, defended the Government, and 
made it clear that his alliance with the ‘Tories is becoming 
more and more active. Mr. John Morley closed the debate 
from the Opposition side, and especially taunted the Union- 
ists with arrogating to themselves superior moral virtues. 
Lord Hartington had stated that there was now a great moral 
gulf between the two parties. “Yes,” said Mr. Morley, 
“there is a great gulf, and the political morality of the 
Unionist party is at the bottom of it.” Mr. Smith followed 
Mr. Morley, but stated that he had no intention of attempt- 
ing to reply to the right hon. gentleman. Doubtless Mr. 
Smith once wrote in his copy book— 

* He who fights and runs away, 
Lives to fight another day.” 


Then there came the crack of the party whip—the division 


bell rang, the House divided, and once more a Bill, based 
upon some of the worst principles of Toryism—bolstering 
up the landlord at the expense of the tenants and the tax- 
payers—was only carried with the aid of those who were 
elected under false pretences, as Liberals, and yet have 
broken every article of Liberal faith. 


WEDNESDAY. 


To-day, the Solicitor-General for Ireland moved the second 
reading of the Land Purchase Bill. Mr. Gladstone was not 
present at the commencement of the sitting, and the proceed- 
ings were not very lively. Mr. Labouchere moved that the 
Bill be read a second time that day six months. The hon. 
member, in the course of his speech, said— 

This was a landlords’ relief bill, and it had been supported and en- 


couraged by landlords and their friends and relatives. The exponent 
of the policy of the Government last night was Lord Geo. Hamilton. 


He was a brother of the Duke of Abercorn, who got £41,000 per 
annum from his Irish estates, and who had ‘ot £200,000 of the 
sum of five million, ori ly voted under Lord Ashbourne’s Act. 


Probably it would be said that the land was mortgaged. Dukes 
nerally do mortgage their land—(laughter)—but at any rate the 
uke had comfortably exchanged his risky income from Irish land for 

the safe security of the Three per Cents, Then there was Lord 
Hartington, who was also in favour of this Bill, The father of the 
noble Marquis got {£90,000 a year from Ireland—(A Voice: “And 
does not spend a penny in the country °’)—and, as a friend behind him 
said, did not spend a penny in the country. Calculated at 15 years’ 
purchase, that was equivalent to £550,000, and in these circumstances 
it homey have been infinitely more decent if the noble marquis had 
walked out. 


Mr. Bradlaugh seconded the amendment, and the debate 
was continued until a quarter to six, the usual hour for 
adjournment on Wednesdays. Later, Sir George Trevelyan 
continued the debate in a damaging speech, and Mr, Parnell 
moved the adjournment so as to speak early on Thursday. 
To his speech we shall refer next week. 


THE SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS. 


So far as the results of the provincial elections are known, 
Birmingham has held its own, whilst the rout of the 
Unsectarian party in Manchester has been rartly compensated 
for by a victory at Sheffield over the Denominationalists, 

We think our readers will be glad to have an opportunity 
of perusing the address of Mrs. Byles to the electors for the 
borough of Bradford :— 


LaDIES AND GENTLEMES,—The Women’s Liberal Associations, with 
the concurrence of the Bradford Liberal Association, have nominated 
me by a unanimous vote as a candidate for the new School Board, and 
after careful deliberation I have felt bound to accept the honour and 

nsibility of that nomination. 

Fourteen years of active work in secondary education have taught 
me something of the progressive principles which are esential toa 
wise and successful administration of all education, whether primary 
or secondary. Any system of education should work, not downwards 
from the special needs and abilities of the few, but upwards from the 
broad basis of the needs and capacaties of the many. The Liberal 

y has, on the whole, moved steadily, if slowly, in this direction ; 

ut the eg pa accelerated if men women combine to 

send to den new a majority of members anxious and competent to 
give effect to these principles. 

The cost of national education should be looked “ps not as expendi- 
ture but as investment. Every payment towards it is in the nature 
of an insurance premium, the repayment of which, in the increased 
intelligence of the people, is immediate and certain. But where such 
vast interests are concerned a vigilant economy which does not impair 
the efficiency of the teaching in the echools is absolutely necessary. 

So long as the compromise between denominational and undenomi- 
national schools established in 1870 works harmoniously, I should not 
seek to disturb it. 

There are many details Fort school = — rae. in 
which I shall, if elected, a special interest, where, a 
woman’s household experience will be valuable to teachers and children 
alike. For instance, I should carefully nourish what may be called the 
technical training of a woman, needlework, and , a8 well as other 
branches of women’s education, which are not yet, but which may be- 
om of elementary echool work. 

the pupils are girls; more than half the teachers are girls or 

parents are women, and nearly seven thousand women 

in Bradford are householders. It is natural, therefore, that women 

ratepayers should desire to be represented by one of their own sex ; 

and it is probable that many men also will see the fitness of one or more 
seats autho Beard belag aliokted so women. 

I appeal, therefore, with confidence, for support to those men and 
women of all parties who have the fruitful development of education 
sincerely at heart. But to the women of our Association do I especially 
look for that energetic action which can alone make our cause 
triumphant at the poll. 

I beg them to set aside all personal considerations, and to look upon 
their candidate as the embodiment of od cir eng which closely affects 
the daily lives of ops their rE in such as 
th are gladly placed at their serv pledge 
to the School to work faithfully in discharge of duties which I 
hold nothing less sacred—I am, ladies and gentlemen, yours 
faithfully, 8. A, Byizs, 


women ; 


62 
DIARY OF THE PARNELL COMMISSION 


By Our SpEcIAL CORRESPONDENTS. 


Probate Court No. 1 is still inconveniently crowded every 
day, and applications for places pour in by every post. 
Many of the witnesses are accommodated with seats in the 
gallery or body of the court, and the poorer ones are kept in 
a room at the foot of the stairs, where they smoke and talk, 
and “sit” to artists for the illustrated papers, or they 
walk about the great hall, where, with their strongly-marked 
Celtic features and simple peasant garb they look strangely 
out of place. The women with shawls thrown round their 
heads or no head covering at all, and the men in corduroys, 
a stick under an arm, remind one assuredly of the typical 
Irish peasant in Boucicault’s dramas. Indeed the entire 
effect is dramatic in the extreme, remembering, as we do, the 
issues at stake: not only the reputation of a great national 
party on the one hand and the salvation of a leviathan 
newspaper on the other, but that now has come the oppor- 
tunity of making known to the English people whose love of 
fair play and justice is proverbial the wretchedness and 
misery of their fellow-men and women in Ireland, and of 


showing them, in all its ghastly details of poverty and 


crime, the injustices under which they labour. As time 
goes on the hopes of the Irish party increase. So far, 
notwithstanding the array of forensic talent on the other 
side, nothing has been proved against them. They have, in 
fact, scored many points—points which surprised a great many 
Tories and Unionists, of that section which, hitherto, would 
only see and read one side of the Irish question. To hear 
that the Land League not only did not counsel outrages, but 
denounced them at every opportunity, and preached patience 
at the meetings, must astound them greatly ; and thus, all the 
evidence has gone to show also that the inflammatory speeches 
were made by men who were not countenanced by the League, 
or at best only tolerated, and who were not, in the district, 
looked upon as “serious.” Several of the witnesses say they 
never suspected the League of committing the outrages of 
which they complain, notably one Patrick Sullivan, who gave 
an instance of having ‘got word” from his sister-in-law to 
attend a meeting of the League, when it took his part, and 
helped him against his tenant who was a member. 
FRIDAY.—FIFTEENTH Day. 

The appearance of Lady Mountmorres in the box was a 
surprise, and as she was called many times before she came, 
the utmost dramatic effect was got out of it. A beautiful 
and refined woman, she was a striking contrast to the pre- 
vious witnesses ; and, watching her sad face, a thrill of pity 
went through the court, and all sympathised with her sorrow. 
Who, or whatever the cause, Sir Charles Russell’s cross- 
examination was gentleness itself, but the strain was too 
great, and she fainted. On this, the most eventful day, thus 
far, of the commission, the two Mr. Harrington’s fell into a 
trap of the Attorney-General’s setting. Finding that, under 
cross-examination, one of his witnesses, Patrick Sullivan to 
wit, was admitting facts for which he, the Attorney-General, 
was not at all prepared, he seemed to suspect that he had been 
tampered with, and closely questioned him to that effect; 
but eliciting nothing beyond the fact that he had only spoken 
‘“‘to everyone he met to say, good-day,” and had been with 
Mr. Soames’s clerk nearly all the time, he next asked 
“Do you know either of the Mr. Harringtons?” Before 
the witness could reply both these gentlemen were on their 
feet, protesting against this, and notwithstanding the 
president’s remarks, that this was not a suitable time for 
contradicting the evidence, continued to protest. Suddenly 
Sir James Hannen rose, saying, ‘‘ Let the court be adjourned,” 
and, followed by his brother judges, left the court. For 
nine minutes exactly, confusion reigned supreme. The un- 
initiated asked themselves and each other, “ What will happen 
next?” The Attorney-General chuckled with most unholy 
glee ; Sir Charles Russell talked to his somewhat too hasty 
junior; and then the usher called “Silence,” and their lord- 
ships returned. Sir Richard Webster once more commenced 
his question, which was again interrupted by Mr. T. Har- 
rington, who rose this time to make his amende honorable. 
This was accepted by the presiden’, and the Attorney- 
General, for the third time, blandly asked, “Sullivan, do you 
know either of the Mr. Harringtons?” ‘No, sir, I don’t,” 
rephed the witness, and not any amount of examination 
could elicit contrary evidence from him. ‘Throughout this 
scene, which was surely exciting enough, a lady in the gallery 
knitted placidly and uninterruptedly—certainly an impartial 
spectator this. Mr. John Dillon was present on this occasion, 
as were also Lord Sandhurst, Captain M‘Calmont, Colonel 
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Saunderson, Captain Plunket, dc. 
TuESDAY.—SIXTEENTH Day. 

Another sensation, Before any witnesses were called the 
Attorney-General rose to call attention to a case of alleged 
“contempt of court” committed in the Kerry Sentinel, of 
which newspaper Mr. Edward Harrington, M.P., is the 
editor and proprietor. The Kerry Sentinel had stigmatised 
the judges as “creatures,” and as belongiag to the Zimes 
conspirators. It also accused them of displaying | artiality, 
stating that it was “difficult for them to veil their manifest 
prejudices.” Mr. Edward Harrington, who is one of ‘those 
accused by the Zimes, was present, but sat quite uncon- 
cernedly through the debate between counsel, which ended 
in a postponement until Wednesday of the consideration of the 
alleged “contempt of court.” 

The witnesses examined to-day were expected to give 
evidence implicating the League in certain outrages in county 
Kerry. One witness was questioned by Sir Charles Russell 
as to whether, after all, the reason of his being attacked was 
because of defections in his moral character. In examina- 
tion Sir Charles proved that the Kerry Sentinel denounced a 
Moonlighter as a “fearful demon of bloodshed.” Another 
witness from whom great things were expected ‘for the Zimes 
declared, ‘‘I swear on my oath that to the best of my belief 


the League never had anything to do with the outrage upon 


me.” He didn’t know who his assailants were ‘“‘any more 
than the man in the moon.” 

Lastly, came Miss Curtin, who told the terrible story of 
the Curtin tragedy, how she bravely grappled with the 
moonlighter, and finally deprived him of his gun. Very 
dreadful, and very brave ! but what in the world has it to. do 
with Mr. Parnell, or with the forged letters into which the 
Commissioners were appointed to inquire? 

WEDNESDAY.—SEVENTEENTH Day. 
THERE was great excitement in court this morning. It was 
known that the case of the Kerry Sentinel and the alleged 
“contempt of court” would be the first business to come 
before the commission. Mr. Edward Harrington was, of 
course, the centre of public attention. A large number 
of the Irish members were present. 

Mr. Reid, in referring to the matter, said that he had com- 
municated his views to Mr. Harrington, but that he nad not 
thoughit fit to adopt them. 

Sir James Hannen: Is Mr. Harrington here? 

Mr. Edward Harrington: Yes. 

Sir James Hannen: Have you anything to state? 

Mr. E. Harrington: I have nothing to say, but I accept 
the responsibility for what appears in my paper. 

The judges then retired. During their absence there was 
considerable excitement in court, which was crowded, and 
speculation was rife as to what would be the result. After 
the judges had been absent ten minutes they returned into 
court, and Sir James Hannen said it might have been expec- 
ted that Mr. Harrington would have followed Mr. Reid’s 
advice, but, as he had not, he had assumed the responsibility 
of the article which he was called upon to answer. 

Sir James Hannen then proceeded to lecture Mr. Harring- 
ton, and ended by inflicting upon him a fine of £500. It 
is understood that Mr. Reid advised Mr. Harrington to with- 
draw and apologise for the strictures passed in his paper upon 
the commission. Whatever may be the differences of 
opinion as to the taste displayed in the comments, one 
cannot but admire the straightforward and manly attitude 
assumed by Mr. Harrington. It is to be hoped that his 
countrymen will see that he is not called upon to pay the fine 
out of his own private purse. 

More Kerry witnesses were then examined, and extracts 
read by Sir Charles Russell, both from the Kerry Sentinel 
and United Ireland denouncing outrages. 

Sir James Hannen looks ill; he has a terrible cough, 
which, more than once, came on in violent paroxysms. His 
task is a difficult one, and physically fatiguing, fors he is 
obliged to lean forward, his hand to his ear, to catch what 
the witnesses say, and the short and sharp, though musical 
accent of Kerry, is hard to listen to after the sittings devoted 
to the rich honeyed brogue of Galway. In addition to other 
witnesses, fifty members of the Irish Constabulary are 
quartered at Peel’s Hotel, in Fleet Street, and are catered 
for at the rate of twelve shillings a day; besides this they 
are paid for their attendance, and all their expenses are 
defrayed. The “ herds,” and the poorer witnesses are living 
in different coffee-houses, as Zimes’ guests. Many of these 
people were over here for the “ O’Donnell v. Walter” case, 
and were at Peel’s at a guinea fer diem, but on this occasion 
the Zimes drove a bargain. 
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IMPORTANT CONFERENCE ON 
EDUCATION. 


A LARGELY-ATTENDED Conference of the supporters of the unsectarian 
education movement has this week been held in‘Kxeter Hall, London. 
The objects, of the Conference, were—(1} To oppose the appropriation of 
additional public money to denominational Tools, and especially pay- 
ment out 6f rates to denominational and other privately-managed 
schools. To oppose any sectarian departure from the provisions of 
the Act of 1870 relating to religious teaching, either by permitting the 
use of denominational formularies or by compelling the marking of 
school registers before the commencement of religious teaching. (8) To 
promote the extension of the s:-hool board system and the provisions of 
schools of an unsectarian character, under the control of the elected 
representatives of the ratepayers throughout England and Wales. (4) 
To secure increased facilities for the training of teachers in unsectarian 
colleges. The conveners of the Conference are very numerous, and in- 
clude “ Gree — j 

Rev. J. Clifford, :D.D., president of the Baptist Union ; Rev. Ro 
Bruce, D.D., chairman ‘of the Congregations! Unions ier Charles 
Garrett, ex-president of the Wesleyan Conference ; Rev. H. W. Crosskey, 
LL.D., Central Nonconformist Committee, The Conference. Committee 
is also a very influential one, and includes the Right Hénourable Lord 
eerie tam oe Hon. J. Stansfeld, M.P., Right Hon. G. Shaw-Lefevre, 
M.P., Sir U. Kay-Shuttleworth, M.P., Mr. A. J. Mundella, M.P., Mr. 
Osborne Morgan, M.P., and a large number of ladies and gentlemen 
who ae Peey tin the mneee eanperdaithiecn Mr. H. H. Fowler, M.P., 
presided ai opening erence on Tuesday morning, and 
was supported by several members of Parliament, and other influential 
gentlemen of the Nonconformist body. 

Mr. MinsHatt, the secretary, read letters expressing t at in- 
ability to attend from Mr. Gladstone, Lord Aberdare, and Lard Spencer. 

Mr. Fowzee, in his opening address, stated the main objections 
to the majority report, which, he said, had rekindled animosities among 
friends of education. 

The Rev. J. H. HotLowag1, of Nottingham, read a paper describing 

Commission, and the issues which its 


e minority. 


after speeches 
dations in the majority a De 
ing, M.P., 
seconded by the Rev. Dr. Bruce, of Hudderafield,a resolution was adopted 
protesting against the idea of school board work being handed over to 
the district councils, 

In the evening a sargely-sftended meeting on the subject of educa- 


tion was held at Exeter , when Mr. Mundella, M.P., took the chair. 
He expressed himself in favour of an extension of the powers of the 
Act sv as to bring about s of free unsectarian cation. This 


sentiment was echoed by Mr. Stansfeld, M.P., who declared that if 
through the report of the Royal Commission the Government attempted 
to upset the compromise in the Education Act of 1870 educationists 
would be free to throw that treaty over and fight their sectarian oppo- 
nents from the ground of their own convictions. 

Miss Hucues (Cambridge) moved—“ That great injustice is inflicted 
by the fact that only members of particular religious denominations 
can, in the great majority of cases, conscientiously enter training 
colleges, or become teachers or pupil teachers. The Conference — 
with the minority of the Commissioners that the suggestions of the 
a pias for removing this injustice are ‘too grudging and restricted,’ 
and insists on the necessity for providing adequate means for the 
extension of unsectarian training for school teachers.” It was, she 
said, a great injustice that only the members of particular 
religious denominations could in the great majority of cases enter 
training colleges or become pupil teachers—in other words, ah artificial 
barrier was placed in the way of training certain established teachers. 
She remarked upon the harmful effect of this from an educational 
standpoint. The most important factor in the efficiency of their 
a hocks was the efficiency of their teachers. The most rapid and certain 
way to improve their schools was to improve the teachers, and to the 
latter end it was necessary to improve their training Speaking 
ing college at Cambridge, she felt that a very 


story satbil th ho ht teachers, because of 
great res it u ose who taug! oO 
the <n iediacnes hy latter exercised. More unsectarian 


colleges were needed. It was thought that if these were 


the denominational colleges would be ruined. She did not 


) 
The Rev. 8. BaRnett 1 gn of St. Jude's, Whitechapel), who seconded 
the motion, said they f 
colleges some of the 


sectarianism pre- 


ee au BP, eared 
ap rates to use. Sir U. uttle .» Moved a 
st doe ving of aid from the rates to denomina- 

any 
conditional: on im- 
provementa, and so adjusted Mr. 
Clayden seconded the resolution. After some discussion the resolution 


B 

} 
be 
B 


was agreed to. The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes read a paper directed 
ae aiding from the rates schools where the prohibition of teaching 
Church formularies is relaxed, and against the marking.of.achool atten- 
dance registers before the commencement of religiqus teaching. Mr. E. 
West, of Caversham, moved a resolution against amy de 

compromise agvived.at in the; in:regard to reli teaching. 
This was seconded by the Rev, Mark Witkes gnd unagjmougly carried. 


IRELAND. 
MORE PAINFUL EVICTION SCENES. 


Some touching eviction scenes are reported from the estates of the 
Hon. RB. 1. O'Neill, M.P., near Draperstown. They were carried out on 


vee very stormy weather, and were for arrears of rent. Evic- 


n De were served on seventeen tenants last December. Nine of 
these.gmbsequently managed to settle with the landlord, but eight were 
unable,te do so, and were ordered to be evicted. In the fierce gales 
which blew on Saturday, fifty police marched out to execute the evic- 
tions: {wo tenants were put out. The first eviction was at the house 
of James Crilly. There was neither agent nor landlord, nor anyone to 
represent them, present, so that when the poor tenant talked about a 
settlement, the sheriff's man said he had no authority only to accept the 
ent of the decree, which was £16 162., with £2 10s. 10d. coats. 
This the tenant could not do, and the eviction proceeded. The scene 
became emotional when it was found necessary to remove the tenant’s 
old sapuner, about ninety-two years of age, who lay in bed andbesought the 


put out fainted and became delirious. She also was 
off to another house, and messengers were,.sent for the priest. 
emergency men made ‘fast the doors by = of 
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FATHER MACFADDEN IN LONDON. 


Father MacFadden has been cate series of meetings 
e Union. Speaking 
at the residence of Mr. James Heywood, Palace Gardens, W. 
account of the evil effects of landlordism 
escription of his own efforts to alleviate 
In 1880 and in 1884 he had raised thousands of pounds 
to mitigate the distress of the peasants, and to save them from 
being turned out of their homes. Mr. Balfour had said that no 
distress existed in Donegal ence what could be relieved by the 
ordinary poor law. What was the truth? The ordinary 


POOR LAW WAS RENDERED INOPERATIVE 


by the local landlord, who was chairman of the Board of Guar- 
dians. During all the distress of the last ten years scarce a 
score of had nt in outdoor relief in Gweedore, 
and as fast as the poor evicted peasantry were sent into the 
workhouse they were driven out again. He himself had had to 
provide carts to take families to the workhouse in 1884— 
“the saddest procession I ever accompanied.” Well, as long as 
he did this kind of work, said Father MacFadden, he was left 
alone. He was useful to the landlords, and helped the tenants 
to pay their rents. But the time came when he asked himself— 
should he help to gain the rents for landlords out of land which 
properly gave no rent at all? He determined not to. And then, 
when he e useless as a rent-raising machine he was put 
into prison. His conscience was satisfied, and he felt sure that 
he had acted according to right and justice. 

In the course of another speech Father MacFadden said 
there had been many tenants so poor as to be unable to take 
advantage of the Land Act, and in one month he had put 400 of 
them into court, making himself ible for all expenses. 
The first batch that came on for consideration were tenants who 
had asked, and been refused, a reduction of 4s. in the pound, 
and in each case the court allowed a reduction of 38 per cent. 
Not only in each instance did the landlord appeal, but he sent 
round a circular to the tenants, saying that if they did not 
yield they would be swamped with costs. The landlords made 
their agents magistrates, so that in the district they had debt- 
collecting courts rather courts of justice. 

Mr. Shaw Lefevre and Mrs. B. F. C. Costelloe have been 
amongst those who have presided over Father MacFadflen’s 
meetings. 


MY HUSBAND’S LIFE. 
By Mrs, MANDEVILLE, 
will be continued next week. 
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PURE CONCENTRATED COCOA. 


Prepared by a new and special scientific process, securing extreme solubility, 
and developing the finest flavour of the Cocoa. 


SOLUBLE—EASILY DIGESTED—ECONOMICAL. 


AB BB Ma UN a Al lly ln li Ail 


HALF A TBA-SPOONFUL IS SUFFICIENT TO MAKE A CUP OF MOST DELICIOUS COCOA. 


CVV EVEL TU VV TV TPT TI OT TV 


TESTIMONIALS. 


Sir C. A. Campron, M.D., President of the Royal College 
of Surgeons, Ireland, &c.—‘‘I have never tasted Cocoa that I 
like so well, and I strongly recommend it as a substitute for 
tea for young persons.” 


J. Wrsrants OLpHERTs, M.D.—" I find it the most, agreeable 


beverage of the kind I have ever tasted, delicious both in flavour 
and odour, most wholesome and easy of digestion.” 


Dr. N. C. Wuyrs, Coroner for the City of Dublin.—“ There 
are innumerable varieties of Cocoa, but to my mind incomparably 
the best is ‘ Fry's Pure Concentrated Cocoa.’ I have been using it 
myself for some time with manifest advantage.” | 


_ W. R. STANLEY, M.D.—"I consider it a very rich delicious 
Cocoa. It is highly Concentrated, and therefore economical as a 


‘ family food. It is the par excellence for children, and gives no 


trouble i in making.” 


38 PRIZE MEDALS AWARDED TO 


J. S. FRY & SONS, BRISTOL, LONDON, AND SYDNEY, N.S.W., 
MAKERS TO THE QUEEN & PRINCE OF WALES. 
«ey Be careful to ask for “Fry’s Pure Concentrated Cocoa.” 
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